FORTY  THOUSAND  AGAINST  THE  ARCTIC
whisky in his Pall Mall flat Mr. Jonas Lied looked at me
with his grey eyes—an odd mixture of shrewdness and
melancholy.   CI envy you your journey5, he said,   cWho
has been to the Arctic once will always be craving to return.
And I have been in love with Siberia since 1907.   1 have
gone through the Kara Sea five times, and have brought
cargo from England and America.   I have unloaded from
ocean steamers into river steamers in the Yenisei, estuary,
and have been stalking for reindeer and wild gcesc in the
tundra. . . . You will have a grand time,'   He spoke with
a very slight Scandinavian accent.   'And apart from the
beauties of nature, Mr. Lied. Do you believe in the practical,
economic possibilities of what the Soviets arc doing?   Do
you think that Arctic shipping routes will become a factor
of importance in world trade and in Russia's strategical
position?'
'We invested almost a million pounds in that belief as
far back as 1916.   Of course we lost it all   Not because the
idea was unsound.   It was the revolution.   Sixty of our
river steamers on Yenisei and Obi and one hundred and
seventy of our barges were confiscated; the State took over
what was our monopoly of transport on the two large Siberian
streams.    We had already established canning factories,
wood-pulp works.    Work had begun on a shipyard for
river craft near Krasnoyarsk.    Equipment for the first
modem timber sawmill on the Yenisei was brought from
Sweden.   Large forest concessions had been obtained from
the Tsar's Government.    In  1912  I  had founded the
Siberian Steamship, Manufacturing and Trading Co, Ltd.
in Oslo.   All our plans were based on the use of the Kara
Sea route.    Up to that moment nobody had yet been
able to make a commercial success of it.  Our first expedition
failed.   In 1913 the Company found fresh capital and dis-
patched a larger vessel, the S.S. Correct.    This time we
invited Fridtjof Nansen to accompany us and give his opinion
as the foremost authority on the Polar Sea on the practic-
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